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A«V a r“ !” ft3 " e!l °! f d " 

*-p , rr i]email s Surgery. 

I o play or Wrejlle well, itfliould be ufcd with thofe that do 

»t better. 

None in the leap fpring with fo ftrong a bound, “’ 

Or firmer in the pre f s the ground. Pate 

2. I o ftruggle; to contend. r ' 

I perluaded them, if they lov’d Benedick, 

To wifh him wrejile with affetfion. 

And never to let Beatrice know of it. Sbakefpeare. 

He knew not how to wrejlle with defperate contingencies, 

\VrkW R /ff entan !; ed i 10 fUCh * Clarendon. 

w Rt stler. n. J. [from wrejlle*] 

i. One who wreftles; one who profe/Tes the athletick art 

t fru 0t C L har ' eS ’ the duke ’ s ™"///rr, here ? Shakefp. 
hen the young wreJUers at their fport grew warm. 


Denham. 


Wallen 


Waller. 

Dryden. 

Accidence. 


Shakefp. 


2. 


P, 


lor. 


Old Milo wept, to fee his naked arm. 

Tis not from whom, but where we live j 
The place does oft thofe graces give: 

Great Julius, on the mountains bred, 

A flock perhaps, or herd, had led ; 

He that the world fubdu d, had been 
But the beft Wrejller on the green. 

2. One who contends in wreftlinn-. 

So earneft with thy God, can no new care, 

No fenfe of danger, interrupt thy prayer ? 

The facrcd wrejller, ’till a blcffing giv’n, 

Quits not his hold, but halting conquers heav’n. 

i,eI P to P ul1 each other down. 

M RETCH, n.f. [pp.ccca, Saxon.] 
i. A miferable mortal. 

W hen I loved, I was a wretch. 

She weep?, and fays her Henry is depos’d; 

He fmiles, and fays his Edward is inftall’d ; 

7 hat fte, poor wretch, for grief can fpeak no more. Shah 
I he butcher takes away the calf. 

And binds the wretch, and beats it when it ftrives. 

...Uluftrious wretch ! repine not, nor reply : 

Vievy not what heav’n ordains, with rcafon’s eye j 
ror bright the obje& is, the diftance is too high. 

A worthlefs forry creature. 

Bafe-minded wretches, are your thoughts fo deeply bemired 
in the trade of ordinary worldlings, as for refpefi of gain fomc 
paultry wool may yield you, to let fo much time pafs without 
knowing perfe&ly her eftate? Sidney. 

He now 

Has thefe poor men in queftion: never faw I 
Wretches fo quake; they kneel, they kifs the earth, 

1 °J fw T ar jb^mfdves as often as they fpeak. Sbakefpeare. 

1 itie Oi honour, worth nruT virtritc’s ri^ht. 

Should not be given to a wretch fo vile. Dariiei's Civil War 
When they are gone, a company of ftarved hungry wretWk 
fliad take their places. L'Ejlrange. 

3 * “ ,suPed by way of flight, or ironical pity, or contempt. 

W hen foon away the wafp doth go j -j 

Poor wretch was never frighted fo L 

He thought his wings were much too flow, 3 

O’erjoy'd they fo were parted. Drayton's Nymphid. 

I hen, if the fpidcr find him fall befet. 

She iflues forth, and runs along her loom : 

She joys to touch the captive in her net, 

And drags the little wretch in triumph home. 

4- It is fometimes a word of tendernefs, as we now 
thing. 

Ch aliened but thus, and thus his Icflon taught, 

77 ie happy wretch fhe put into her breaft. 

W Rhatched, adj. [from wretch.] 

1. Miferable j unhappy. 

7 hefe wc fliould judge to be mod miferable, but that a 
wreteheder fort there arc, on whom, whereas nature hath be¬ 
llowed ripe capacity, their evil difpofition ferioufly goeth about 
therewith to apprehend God, as being not God. " ' 

O cruel death ! to thofe you are more kind, 

7 ban to the wretched mortals left behind. 

VV hy do’ft thou drive me 
ro range all o’er a wade and barren place, 

I o find a friend ? 7 he wretched have no friends. 

2. Calamitous; afflictive. 

3. Sorry; pitiful; paltry; worthlefs. 

VV hen (rod was ferved with legal facrifices, fuch was 
miferable and wretched condition of fome mens minds, that 
the belt of every thing they had, being culled out for them- 
fclves, if there were in their flocks any poor, Itarved, or dif- 
eafed thing not worth the keeping, they thought it good 
enough for the altar of God. Hooker. 

_ AffeCted noife is the molt wretched thing, 

7 hat to contempt can empty fcribblers bring. Rofonttmn. 
r orgive the many failings ol thofe who, with their wretched 
art, cannot arrive to thofe heights that you poftels. Dryden. 

4. Dcfpicable ; hatefully contemptible. 

An adventure worthy to be remembered for the unufed cx- 


Drydcn. 
fay poor 


Sidney. 


VV R I 

" wea “ f ,rue - or*,* w 
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Hooker. 

Waller. 


Dryden. 


the 


VVrk'tchedly. adv. [from wretched 1 

1. Mifcrably; unhappily. 

From thefe two wars, fo wretchedly entered into R, A , . 
ruin took its date. - T e duke’s 

2. Meanly; dtfpicably. Charend.H< 

V\ hen fuch little fhuffiing arts come once tn bo .• . 

and laid open, how poorly and w ctchedly mull that m "f* 
who finds himfelf guilty and baffled too > 3,1 

VV R E'. CHEDNESS. n.f. [from wretched. I "• 

I. Mifery ; unhappinefs ; afflicted liatc 

My mifery cannot be greater than it is : fear not the dan^r 
of my blind flops, I cannot fall worfe than 1 am, and d “ 
obftmatcly continue to infect thee with my wretlbednet 

He -gan inquire J '• 

VV hat hard mifliap him brought to fuch diftrefs 
And made that caitif’s thrall the thrall of wretchednefs F & 
Clarion did at tail decline J ‘ ' *« 

To loweft wretchednefs ; and is there then 
buch rancor in the hearts of mighty men ? St-n fee 

When they are weary of wars, and brought down to ex ‘ 
f eme wretdednefs, then they creep a little, and fue for grace 
till they have recovered their ftrength again. sLZ' 

1 love not to fee wretchedrefs o’ercharg’d, ‘ J 

And duty in his fervice per.fhing, Sbakefpeare 

VVe have with the feeling loft the very memory of fuch 
wretcheunefs as our forefathers endured by thofe wars, of nil 
others the moft cruel. , 

2. Pitifulncfs; dcfpicablencls. a “& }t 

VVrf/tchless. n.f [This is, by I know not whofe corrup- 
non, written for reckiefs.] Carelefs; mindlefs; heedlefs 
1 or any man to put oft his prefent repentance, on contem¬ 
plation of a poffibility that his latter repentance may ferve the 
turn, is the moft wrctchlef preemption, and hath no promifc 
of mercy annexed to it. Hammond. 

It perions of fo circumfpcft a piety have been thus over¬ 
taken, what fecurity can there be for our wctcblejs ofcitancy ? 

™ .... r/r^r^r r- Government of the Tongue. 

io WRIGGLE, v.n. [ppi S an, Saxon; ruggeten, Dutch.] To 
move to and fro with Ihort motions. 

It flieep or thy lamb fall a wrigling with tail. 

Go by and by fearch it, whiles help may prevail. Tufer. 
The bufy importunities of thefe extenfional phantafms I 
look upon as contemptuoufly, as upon the quick wrietlines up 
and down of pifmires. //ore. 

Fhe excellency of fawing is to keep kerf exafily in the 
line marked to be fawn, without wrigglin' on cither fide. 

Moxon's Me.h. Exer. 

To bed went the bridegroom and the bride: 

Was never fuch an ill-pair’d couple ty'd ; 

Refflefs he tofs'd, and tumbled to and fro. 

And roll d and wriggled farther off for woe. Dryden. 

How wildly will ambition fteer! 

A vermin wriggling in th’ufurper's ear. Dryden. 

And both he and his fuccellors would often wriggle in their 
feats as long as the cufhion lafted. Swift. 

I o Wri'ggle. v. a. To put in a quick reciprocating motion; 
to introduce by Ihifting motion. 

Ralpho was mounted now, and gotten 
O’erthwart his beaft with adliVc vaulting. 

Wriggling his body to recover 

His feat, and caft his right leg over. Iludibrets » 

A Aim thin-gutted fox made a hard Ihift to wriggle his body 
into a hen-rooft. ” L'Ejirange. 

Wri'ggletail. n.f. For wrigglingtail. See Wriggle. 

My ragged ronts all ftiivcr and Ihakc; 

They wont in the wind, wagg their wriggletails , 

Peark as a peacoke, but nought it avails. ° Speifer. 

VV right, n.f. [ppilfra, pypbca, Saxon.] A workman; an 
artificer; a maker ; a manufa&urer. 

It is impoflible duly to confidcr thefe things, without being 
rapt into admiration of the infinite wifdom of the Divine 
Architect, and contemning the arrogant pretences of the 
world and animal wrights , and much more the productions of 
chance. Cheynt. 

7 he verb To write has the fame found with wright, a work* 
man, right or equity, and rite or ceremony ; but fpelled very 
differently. Watts's Logid. 

To WRING, v a. prefer, an'd part. paff. wringed and wrung' 
[pjunjan, Saxon ] 

j. Fo twill; to turn round with violence. 

The prieft ftiall wring oft' his luad, and burn it on the 
altar. Lev. i- 1 5 * 

2. To force out of any body by contortion. 

He ihruft the fleece together, and wringed the dew out : * 
it, a bowl full of water. "Indy vi. 3 ; * 

The dregs all the wicked fliall wring out and drink. Pf Ixr*'-* 
7 ’hc figure of a fturdy woman, done bv Michael Angel", 
wafhing and winding of linen clcths; in which act.Ihe wrings 

out the water that made the fountain. lEcf.cn. 

2 Apply 


samuel Johnson A Dictionary of the English Language 


I 



VV R I 


VV R 


on pledgets of lint over it, with a 2. 


Wife 


e/uan. 


Apply milJ detergents 
coniprcl's wrung out. 

». To fqueeze; to prefi. 

' In fleep I heard him fay, fwcet Dcfdemona, 

Let us be wmry, let us hide our loves! 

And then, fir, would he gripe and wring my hand. Shaief 

4. To writhe. 

The filly owner of the gr ods 
Weeps over them, and wrings his haplcfs hands. Shakefp. 

5. To pinch. 

The king began to find where his flioe did wring him, and 
that it was his deprefling the houfe of York that did rankle and 
fefter the affe< 3 ions of his people. Bacon’s Henry VII. 

If he had not been too much grieved, and wrung by an un- 


To make rough or uneven. 

A keen north-wind, blowing drv, 

WD f£ Md r tb r fece 0f dcIu S e > as heav’d. Mdton. 

WKlb 1 . n. f. [pypyr, Saxon.] The joint by which the hand 
is joined to the arm. 

He took me by the wrifl, an d hdd me hard. Shakefp. 
1 he brawn of the arm muft appear full, fhadowed on one 
lice; then Iliew the wrj/l-bone thereof. Pcacham. 

i lie axillary artery, below' the cubit, divideth unto tw f o 
parts; the one running along the radius, and palling by the 
wriJt, or place of the pulfe, is at the fingers fubdivided unto 
three branches. £Wx Vulgar Errours. 

Wristband, n.f [1 wrifl and band.] The fattening of the 
Hurt at the hand. a 


cafy and ftreiglu fortune, he would have been an excellent Writ. n. f. [from write 1 

_ _1_ a » .*' L . J 


man of bufinefs. Clarendon. 

6. 7’o force by violence; to extort. 

I had rather coin my heart. 

And drop my blood for drachma’s, than to wring 

From the hard hands of pcafants their vile trafti 

By any indireftion. Shat Julius Cafar. 

Who can be bound by any folemn vow 
To wring the widow from hcrcuftom’d right. 

And have no other reafon for his wrong, 

But that he w’as bound by a folemn oath ? Shah. Hen. VI. 

That which I muft fpeak, 

Muft either puiiilh me, not being believ’d. 

Or wring redrefs from you. Shak. Mcaf. for Mcafurt ; 

Thirty fpiesj 

Threatening cruel death, cor.ftrain’J the bride 

To wring from me, and tell to them my fccret. Milton. 

7. To harrafs; to diftrefs; to torture. 

He dives into the kind’s foul, and there fcatters 
Doubts, dangers, wringing of the confidence, 

Fear and defpair, and all thefe for his marriage. Shakefp. 

Pleafure enchants, impetuous rage tranfports. 

And grief dejefts and wrings the tortur’d foul. Refeommon. 
Did’ft thou tafte but half the griefs 

0 m y fouI > thou couldft not talk thus coldly. Add. 

0. 1 o diftort; to turn to a wrong purpofe. 

To wring this fentence, to wreft thereby out of men’s 
hands the knowledge of God’s doarine, is without all reafon. 

T , Afcham’s Scboolmajler. 

Lord how dare thefe men thus wring the feriptures? White. 
9. 1 o perfecute with extortion. 

7 lie merchant-ad venturers have been often wronged and 
wringed to the quick; but were never quick and lively in 
thanks to thofe by whofe endeavours they were freed. Hayw. 
1 0 VV RING. v. n. To writhe with anguilh. 

’Tis all men’s office to fpeak patience 
To thofe that wring under the load of furrow; 

But no mail s virtue nor fufHcicncyj ^ 

1 0 be fo moral, when he Hull endure - - 

The like himfelf. ShaL Much Ado about Nothing. 

RINGER, n.f. [from wr:ng.] One who fqueczes the water 
out of deaths. 

One Mrs. Quickly is in the manner of his nurfe, his laun- 

IV/ hlS wafl ] er ’ and his winger. Sbakefpeare. 

Ri nkle. n.f [ppmcle, Saxon ; wrinkel, Dutch.] 
l Corrugation or furrow of the Ikin or the face. 

Give me that glafs, and therein will I read: 

No deeper wrinkles yet ? Hath forrow ftruck 
So many blows upon this face of mine, 

And made no deeper wounds ? Shakefp. Richard II. 

-he hath continued a virgin without any vifible token, or 
Icall wnr.kle oi old age. j/Lel’s Vocal Forejl. 

J o lee a beggar’s brat in riches flow, 

Aods not a wrinkle to my even brow. Dryden. 

Though you and all your fcnfelefs tribe, 

Could art, or time, or nature bribe, 

10 make you look like beauty’s queen. 

And hold tor ever at fifteen; 

No bloom of youth can ever blind 
c cracks and wrinkles of your mind : 

A j men of fenfe will pafs your door, 

V nd cr °ud to Stella’s at fourfeore. Swift 

Any roughnefs. J 

OurBritifti heav’n was all fcrenc; 

^j) threatning cloud was nfgh. 


2. 


vivuu r» uj 

'r*. tit ot t wr.nklc to the (kv. 

1 Rl NKLE * v - <*• [ppincban, Saxon.] 

0 corru gate; to contract into furrows. 


1. Any thing written ; feripture. This fenfe is now chiefly ufed * 
in fpeaking of the Bible. 

I he church, as a witnefs, preacheth his mere revealed 
truth, by reading publickly the facred Scripture; fo that a fe- 
cond kind of preaching is the reading of holy’ writ. Hooker. 
Divine Eliza, facred emprefs. 

Live ftie for ever, and her royal places 
Be fill’d with praifes of divineft wits. 

That her eternize with their heavenly writs. Spenfer. 
Bagdat rifes out of the ruins of the old city of Babylon, fo 
much fpoken of in holy writ. Emiles's Hijfl. of the Turks. 

Others famous after known, 

Although in holy writ not nam’d. Paradife Regain'd . 

He cannot keep his fingers from meddling with holy writ. 

Afore's Divine Dialogues. 
Sacred writ our reafon does exceed. Waller. 

His flory, filled with fo many furpriling incidents, bears fo 
c.ofe an analogy with what is delivered in holy writ, that it is 
capable of plcafing the moft delicate reider, without giving 
oftence to the moft fcrupulous. Addifm's Spectator. 

. Of ancient writ unlocks the learned ftore, 

Confults the dead, and lives part ages o’er. 

2. A judicial procefs. 

Hold up your head: hold up your hand, 

VVou’d it were not my lot to ftiew ye 
I his cruel writ, wherein you ftand 
Indifted by the name of Cloe. 

3. A legal inftrument. 

The king is fled to London, 

To call a prefent court of parliament: 

Let us purfue him, ere the writs go forth. Shak. Ifen. VI. 

I folded the writ up in form of th’ other, 

Subfcrib’d it, gave the impi empn, plac’d it fafely, 

The chan:re ,: ?6 never known. Sbakefpeare. 

Fo r writ of entry, whereupon a common recovery is 
to. be fuffered, the queen s fine is to be rated upon the writ 
original, if the lands comprifed therein be held. Arliffe. 
Writ. The preterite of write. 

When Sappho writ. 

By their applaufe the criticks fliow’d their wit. Prior. 

V V RI TATI VE. A word of Pope’s coining: not to be imitated 
Increafe of years makes men more talkative, but lefs writa- 
tive-, to that degree, that I now write no letters but of plain 

'T^WRrrir • • Pope to Swift. 

1 o WRITE: v. a. preterite writ of wrote ; part. paff. written, 

wnt, or wrote, [rpiran, apjirran, Saxon; ad iita, Iflandick: 
wreta, a letter, Gothick.] 

1. To exprefs by means of letters. 

I ll write you down, 

The which fhall point you forth, at every fitting, 

What you muft fay. Sbakefpeare: 

Mens evil manners live inbrafs, their virtues we write in 

wa , t * r : Shakef Henry}/ HI. 

When a man hath taken a wife, and flic find no favour in 
his eyes, then let him write her a bill of divorcement. Dent. 
Write ye this fong for you, and teach it Ifoicl. Dent, xxxii 
Dav.d wrote a letter to Joab, and fent it by (Jriah. 2 Sa. xi. 

The time, the place, the manner how to meet. 

Were all in punctual order plainly writ. Dryden. 

2. To engrave , to imprefs. 

Cain Was fo fully convinced that every one had a right to 
diftroy fuch a criminal, that he cries out, every one that find- 
eth me fliall flay me; fo plain was it writ in the hearts of all 

Locke. 



corrugate 

It is Hill fortune’s ufc 
0 et the wretched man outlive his wealth, 

0 v W with hollow eye and wrinkled brow 

°L P ° VCrtJ '-. Sbak ‘f- Merchant of Venice. 

slfo at 05 US Wrink 'e up the nofe, and ftrctch the noftrils 
o. “t the lame t.mc drawing up the upper lip. Bacon. 

T Here fleams afeend, 

it’" f^ mcs the wrinkled nofe offend. Gay. 

Her C - ° od jil-naturc, like an ancient maid, 

'form in black and white array’d. Pope. 


mankind. 

Dryden. 3. To produce as an author. 

When more indulgent to the writer’s eafe, 

You arc fo gobd, to be fo hard to pleafe; 

No fuch convulfive pangs it will require 
7 'o Write the pretty things that you admire. 

4. To tell by letter. 

I cliofe to write the thing I durft not fpeak 
T o her I lov’d. 

To Write. v. n. 

1. To perform the a <7 of writing. 

I have feen her rife from her bed, take forth paper, fold it, 
and write upon’t. Macbeth. 


Granville. 


Prior. 
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Baflanio 
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